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Although Spay Today and The Briggs Animal Adoption Center are governed by The National 
Humane Education Society (NHES), during FY 
2008, NHES established The Spay Today & Briggs 
Animal Adoption Center Community Development 
Board and was pleased to announce the appointment 
of Anne Small as Chariman of the Board, and 
Christine Parfitt as Vice Chairman. 

 
Anne and Christine have been long-term supporters 
of NHES for which they have taken on time-
consuming, volunteer positions for the past two Bow 
Wow Boogie, “Meow Too!”  fundraising events that 
were resounding successes.  (Anne also co-founded 
Spay Today, and in 2001, requested that Spay Today 
become a program of NHES.)  Anne and Christine’s 
service has been, and continues to be invaluable to 
the development of the BAAC and Spay Today in  
the tri-state area. 
    Anna C Briggs, NHES Founder,  
 Christine Parfitt, Anne Small & “Jimmy”, 

Canine Accelerant Detection Dog



Spay Today is one of the fastest growing low/cost spay neuter programs in the tri-state 
region, and serves as a tangible part of the humane solution to ending the overpopulation and 
ensuing euthanasia of healthy companion animals. 
 
Since its creation in 1994 with one part-time 
employee and 2 participating veterinarians, Spay 
Today has expanded its staff to include one full- 
and two part-time employees with additional 
support staff and now works collaboratively with 
an ever-increasing number of participating 
veterinary hospitals to provide low-cost spay and 
neuter procedures for companion animal owners 
who otherwise could not afford the normative 
fees for these services.  In its 14 year history, 
Spay Today has spayed/neutered 19,963 
companion animals—dogs, cats, and rabbits.     Spay Today Staff  

  
During Fiscal Year 2008, Spay Today’s activities and accomplishments included: 

 
·  Achieving another Landmark Year with 

4,010 spay/neuter procedures!  (This year—
FY 2009—we have every expectation that 
we will surpass 5,000 spay/neuter 
procedures.) 
 

 

·  Partnering with The Shenandoah 
Valley Spay & Neuter Clinic 
(SVSNC), also a nonprofit 
organization, to further decrease 

animal euthanasia by implementing a pick up and delivery service for companion 
animals that are scheduled for spay/neuter procedures at SVSNC and that are coming 
from the tri-state area of Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland. 
 

·  Directly serving residents of 6 states (Delaware, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and Virginia) who utilized Spay Today’s low-cost services. 

 
·  Assisting 27 humane societies across the country and providing them with low-cost 

spay/neuter and information services. 
 

·  Assisting individuals from as far south as Florida and as far west as Texas by referring 
them to low-cost spay/neuter programs in their areas. 

 
(To learn more about Spay Today, please visit the NHES website at www.nhes.org, go to 
“Programs,” and click on “Spay Today.”) 



The Briggs Animal Adoption Center (BAAC) is one of the finest animal care 
facilities in the country.  As a program of The National Humane Education Society, the BAAC 
became operational in October 2000, and provides Comprehensive Adoption Services for cats 
and dogs that consist of (1) animal rescue; (2) veterinary medical care—including mandatory 
spay/neuter before adoption; (3) rehabilitation; (4) basic obedience training for dogs; and (5) 
delivery of all dogs to their new homes. The BAAC has a humane holding capacity of 
approximately 205 animals on any given day (80 dogs and 125 cats.)  Since becoming 
operational in October 2000, the BAAC, in conjunction with the former NHES Comprehensive 
Adoption Services Program, has placed thousands of companion dogs and cats in loving 
lifelong homes.  During fiscal year 2008, the BAAC’s highlights, activities and 
accomplishments included: 

 
·  Welcoming a record-breaking number of visitors—8,055 to be exact—and striving to 

educate each of them about the responsibilities of adopting a companion dog or cat, and 
the absolute need to spay and neuter one’s companion animals, as well as the role that 
each of us can play in creating a more humane world. 

 
·  Hosting our second Bow Wow Boogie, “Meow Too!” dinner auction to benefit Spay 

Today and the BAAC.  This event was a resounding success! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

·  Having 32 dedicated volunteers provide an estimated 3,500 hours of volunteer service, 
which included socializing cats and dogs, walking dogs, staffing adoption booths, and 
assisting with events like the Bow Wow Boogie, Adoption Alumni, NHES Cool to Care 
Camps, and Pedal for Pooches. 

 

       
          Donna with dog “Sonya” 
 
 
 

                   Abby with dog “Dino” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ernest with dog “Boomer” Judy with cat “Birdie” 
 
 

Just a few of the many wonderful BAAC Volunteers! 
 
 



 
·  Achieving a 46 percent 

increase in dog 
adoptions and a 44 
percent increase in cat 
adoptions above Fiscal 
Year 2007 adoptions. 

    
    
    

 Daisee         Oscar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
             
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
          BAAC Comfort Dens for Dogs 

 
·  Continuing to maintain very low return rates for adopted dogs and cats:  a 5 percent 

return rate for dogs (5 out of every 100 adopted dogs were returned) and a 4 percent 
return rate for cats (4 out of every 100 adopted cats were returned).  We attribute part of 
our low 
return rates 
to our 
Adoption 
Staff, which 
follows up 
with each 
adoptive 
family to 
address any 
undesirable 
behavior 
and make 
suggestions 
to help 
acclimate  
the adopted 
animal to 
his/her new 
home. 
      BAAC Open Cattery  



 
 
 

·  Providing an ever-increasing number of injured 
and abandoned dogs, puppies, cats & kittens 
like O’Malley, Marie and Biscuit with 
emergency medical care. 

 
 

 Biscuit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Biscuit O’Malley and Marie  
     
 
 

·  Continuing to serve as a donor site for the Eastern 
Veterinary Blood Bank (EVBB), which offers the 
humane alternative of “humanely” collecting blood 
from donors who are beloved pets, as opposed to the 
normative practices of large veterinary blood banks that 
collect blood from confined colonies of canine donors—
dogs who reside in housing facilities and donate blood 
every month.  (To learn more about the EVBB and their 
lifesaving work, please visit them on their website at 
www.evbb.com.) 

 
·  Welcoming Vietnam and Iraq War Veterans from the VA Hospital, who joined our 

volunteer program to help socialize and rehabilitate the cats and dogs in our care.   
 

·  Assisting the NHES Humane Education & Advocacy Program by providing animal-
handling demonstrations in conjunction with educational presentations to a wide variety 
of children’s groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

·  Continuing to be recognized for our contribution 
to the “public good” by providing lifetime 
veterinary medical care and food to Loudoun 
County Fire Marshal’s Officer Jimmy, a female 
Canine Accelerant Detection Dog, who with her 
partner, Investigator Bud Herndon, are one of 
only 82 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosive detection teams in the United 
States.  Officer Jimmy has worked fires in 
Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC. 

 
·  Supporting animal victims of abuse by attending 

Michael Vick’s hearing in Richmond, Virginia, 
and less publicized abuse cases such as a 2-day 
hearing in Leesburg, Virginia, in that hopes that 
some type of justice would be done for a small 
dog, named Lala, who had been set on fire and 
later euthanized due to the severity of her injuries.  
Regretfully, in our eyes—there was no justice for 
Lala’s suffering. 

 

 
·  Providing Jefferson County Fire and 

Rescue Department with 36 animal 
oxygen mask kits (one for every 
vehicle in the department’s fleet).  
Each kit contains 3 masks—one for 
cats, one for small dogs, and one for 
large dogs.  (These masks are designed 
to work with the department’s existing 
oxygen tanks.)   

 
·  Expanding off-site adoption events to 

include locations in the tri-state area of 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland. 

 
 

·  Continuing to maintain an active Dog Therapy Program for nursing home residents in 
Virginia and Maryland. 

 
·  Distributing food and blankets to grass-roots animal rescue groups in neighboring 

counties. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
·  Hosting our annual Adoption Alumni and visiting with previous adopters and their 

BAAC adopted pets when they return to Briggs for this event. Our annual Adoption 
Alumni continues to be a wonderful opportunity for us to catch up with previously 
adopted animals and see how happy these companion animals are with their adopted 
families.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
To learn more about the BAAC, please visit our website at www.baacs.org. To learn more 
about Spay Today and the BAAC’s parent organization, The National Humane Education 
Society (NHES), please visit www.nhes.org.)  
  
 

 


